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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CALENDAR 

March 3 

Math Olympiads  

Period 1 @MS 

March 6 

Grade 6 Rec Night 

7-9 PM @ MS 

March 9-13 

New York State  

Math Assessments 

March 12 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

7-9 PM @MS 

March 18 

No Classes 

Parent/Teacher                      
Conferences   

9:00 AM-Noon 

March 20 

Grade 7 /8 Rec Night 

7-9PM@ MS 

March 30 

Spring Sports Begin @ MS 

 

“All problems become smaller if you don’t dodge them, but confront them.”  

William F. Hallsey 

Dear Parents, 

As we see on the front pages of our daily newspapers, we live in a 
troubling economic time. In light of these conditions, as members of 
a larger school community, we understand the current need to 
identify ways to reduce spending, prioritize our programs and find 
ways to make do with less. Of course, as a school family, we always 
want our kids to have the very best possible programs...we strive to 
meet their academic, athletic, creative, and social-emotional needs. 
But, even in the best of times we need to prioritize our spending. 
As a public school, our generous community supplies us with the 
needed funds to run these programs and it is our responsibility to 
continue to do what we can to ensure that we spend your 
money wisely.  

Moving forward, as we plan for the upcoming years, it is so criti-
cally important that we refocus on our core programs, our core phi-
losophy, our mission statement; this core child-centered perspec-
tive must drive our spending priorities. Equity and fairness require 
us to prioritize our spending based on the children's needs and on 
our holistic perspective here in the Middle School.  

We  need to understand that in tough times we  must pull together 
to ensure that our fundamental programs and priorities are main-
tained. Unquestionably, we will have some difficult choices ahead. 
But, as a school family, we will meet the challenges as we continue 
to put our kids first! Through our emphasis on our core mission, 
with fiscal transparency and integrity, we will continue to move 
forward even in challenging times.  

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff   
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

The English Department 

Curriculum Coordinator Bernadette Arnone  

How to Help Your Child Become a Better Writer 

Suggestions for the National Council of Teachers of English (ncte.org) 

1. Let children see you write often. You're both a model and a teacher. If children never see adults write, they gain an 

impression that writing occurs only at school. What you do is as important as what you say. Have children see you 
writing notes to friends, letters to business firms, perhaps stories to share with the children. From time to time, read 
aloud what you have written and ask your children their opinion of what you've said. If it's not perfect, so much 
the better. Making changes in what you write confirms for the child that revision is a natural part of writing -- 
which it is. 

2. Be as helpful as you can in helping children write. Talk through their ideas with them; help them discover what 

they want to say. When they ask for help with spelling, punctuation, and usage, supply that help. Your most effec-
tive role is not as a critic but as a helper. Rejoice in effort, delight in ideas, and resist the temptation to be critical. 

3. Provide a suitable place for children to write. A quiet corner is best, the child's own place, if possible. If not, any flat 

surface with elbow room, a comfortable chair, and a good light will do. 

4. Give the child, and encourage others to give, the gifts associated with writing.  

5. Encourage (but do not demand) frequent writing. Be patient with reluctance to write. "I have nothing to say" is a 

perfect excuse. Recognize that the desire to write is a sometime thing. There will be times when a child "burns" to 
write; others, when the need is cool. But frequency of writing is important to develop the habit of writing. 

6. Praise the child's efforts at writing. Forget what happened to you in school and resist the tendency to focus on er-

rors of spelling, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects of writing. Emphasize the child's successes. For every 
error the child makes, there are dozens of things he or she has done well. 

7. Share letters from friends and relatives. Treat such letters as special events. Urge relatives and friends to write notes 

and letters to the child, no matter how brief. Writing is especially rewarding when the child gets a response. When 
thank-you notes are in order, after a holiday especially, sit with the child and write your own notes at the same 
time. Writing ten letters (for ten gifts) is a heavy burden for the child; space the work and be supportive. 

8. Encourage the child to write for information, free samples, and travel brochures. 

9. Be alert to occasions when the child can be involved in writing, for example, helping with grocery lists, adding 

notes at the end of parents' letters, sending holiday and birthday cards, taking down telephone messages, writing 
notes to friends, helping plan trips by writing for information, drafting notes to school for parental signature, writ-
ing notes to letter carriers and other service persons, and preparing invitations to family get-togethers. 

Sixth Graders Participate in Kidsday 

Team 6A participated in Kidsday, a section of Newsday. Kidsday is located in the comic section. Four kids from 
our team  went to New York City to see the movie Paul Blart Mall Cop starring Kevin James, before it came out! The next 
day they went to the city again to interview him. They asked him questions about the movie, his childhood and  his 
future plans. He was such a regular guy! They also interviewed Sammi Hanratty staring in the new American Girl 
movie, Crissa Stands Strong.  Crissa is about their age, so they could relate to the movie. Videos of the interviews are 
available on Kidsday.com.  The team wrote many articles that will be in the Kidsday section in March including 
“Random Facts,” recipes, accomplishments, collections, events, reviews for games, and puzzles. Another four students 
from the team went to the CBS Radio station to take a tour and ask the anchors questions about their jobs. They also got 
to listen to the anchors on the air! Kidsday was a great experience that was enjoyed by the students. The chance to be in 
the newspaper so cool!  

 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

The English Department 

Dead Poet’s Society Journal Wins Prestigious Award 

 The Dead Poets’ Society is pleased to announce that its literary magazine, the Dead Poets’ Society Journal, has 

been recognized as “SUPERIOR” by the National Council of Teachers of English.  Kent Williamson, Executive Director 

of NCTE, writes, “It is my pleasure to inform you that your school’s literary magazine. . . received a rank of Superior – 

Nominated for Highest Award. . . .  A total of 489 schools entered the 2008 program with 92 magazines nominated for 

the highest award. . .The NCTE congratulates you and the students who produced this exemplary literary magazine.” 

 In New York State, Garden City Middle School was one of only five schools nominated for the highest 

award.  It is noteworthy that high schools and middle schools competed together, and our school was one of only two 

middle schools in New York State to receive this “Superior – Nominated for Highest Award” recognition.  

 The Dead Poets’ Society is an extracurricular activity of the Garden City Middle School for students with writ-

ing and artistic talent.  Our mission is “to publish student poems, stories, and art for the enjoyment of the Garden City 

Middle School community and to encourage the growth and development of writing skills and creativity among our 

students.”  Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students who like to write and draw are welcome to join the club. Con-

gratulations to Mrs. Cini and the members of the club!  This is an extraordinary accomplishment! 

Nassau Reading Council’s Young Author’s Contest 

Ms. Paloubis’ Creative Writing class was given the opportunity to write for a wider audience and to enjoy the 
pride of publication by entering Nassau Reading Council’s Young Author’s Contest. The students were asked to write 
personal narratives, writing derived from the author’s own experience, in which feelings are expressed and events are 
recreated. In order to brainstorm ideas, each student took an inventory of the highs and lows of their life through artis-
tic representation. They created a timeline of these events that included photographs, drawings, reflections and a rating 
scale to measure the most important one. After choosing the event, the students continued the writing process by draft-
ing, revising, peer editing and putting their piece in final form. Because a school may submit only five entries per grade 
level grouping, the class established criteria for judging entries prior to submitting writings to the contest. The students 
presented their final pieces to their classmates and, with their keen eye for good writing, evaluated each piece for con-
tent, authenticity, voice, focus, organization, and mechanics. The students’ favorite pieces were chosen, among them 8th 
grader Victoria Bee’s narrative, “Seasons.” Below is an excerpt: 

“And then, in the blink of an eye, I opened my front door again and it was winter. Cold, crisp, winter. As soon as I opened 
the door, I felt the full blast of wind whip me. It ignored my body, and focused in around my face and eyes. It closed in on me. I 

couldn’t help but cringe at the pain. The bitter wind burned and bit me but it looked so beautiful, so peaceful. I stepped outside any-
way. My boots crunched with the snow. They skidded with the ice. The snow was soft like powder, unlike the invisible ice that 

threatened my balance. Once again, I walked out into the middle of the road and looked out. This time, the trees were bare and na-
ked. They didn’t come together at the tips like they did before, but they parted, and showed a strip of dull, gray sky. The snow coated 
the top half of the branches like a blanket. The road was covered with a thin film of slush, from the racing cars deteriorating the 
snow. Winter was still and frozen, as if on pause but also beautiful. The white, bright, and cold winter engulfed my town. I went 
back to the front of the house, and laid down in the ankle-deep snow on my lawn. I fought against my lack of gloves and hat, closed 

my eyes, and focused, taking it all in.”  

 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 Important Safety Information 

 The Garden City Police Department has recommended that the flag pole circle be restricted to one lane of traf-

fic.  Therefore parents must refrain from parking on both sides of the circle at dismissal time.  Cones will be placed in 

areas that should be left unoccupied by motor vehicles.  We appreciate your cooperation in keeping our children safe.  

From the Guidance Department 

 Parents, your e-mail addresses are needed!  Please contact the Guidance Of-

fice at 478-3020, if you have not already shared your e-mail address.   

Sports Informational Meeting  

 The Middle School sports informational meeting for 6th and 7th grade parents will be held on Thursday,       

April 23, 2009 at 7:30 pm.  This meeting was originally scheduled for May 12, 2009 on the district calendar. 

 

 

New York State Math Assessments 

The New York State Math Assessments will be administered during the week of March 9, 2009.  Please remind your 
child to bring several sharpened # 2 pencils and a calculator  to school .   

March 10    6th   grade, periods 1,2   March 12 8th grade, periods 1, 2, 3 

  7th    grade, periods 2,3   March 13 8th grade, periods 3, 4 

March 11            6th grade, periods 1,2 

  7th  grade, periods 2,3 

   

Important Message from District Pupil Personnel Services 

  If you have a child with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) and are considering placing your child in a 
non-public school, (private/parochial), where you would be paying tuition, whether within the Garden City Public 
School District or outside of our district, please read the PPS Director’s letter which is posted on each school’s webpage, 
and on the PPS webpage. 

 If you have any questions regarding this information, please call the Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Office at 
478-1050. 



News from the Fine Arts Department 

 Garden City Middle School Art students will be participating in The 5th Annual Nassau All-County Art Exhi-

bition which will be held at Adelphi University, Ruth A. Harley University Center, on Sunday, March 22, 2009, from 

12:00 noon to 4:00 pm.  Eighth grade art students from Mr. Joseph Wilkonski’s class, Jennifer Itty, Brian Defliese, and 

Tiffany Liang; Ms. Lori Rousku’s art class, Victoria Rouse, Harrison Will, and Anne Foxen; and Mr. Dennis Fediw’s art 

class, Timothy Eschmann, Kylie Mara, and Alexander Ostermann have been chosen to display their artwork during this 

exhibition. 

 We also would like to congratulate Ms. Lori Rousku’s seventh grade art students who will be participating in 

the Garden City Historical Society’s 4th Annual Children’s Juried Art Contest “Porches of Garden City.”  The Society 

will host a reception at The Garden City Historical Society Museum, 109 Eleventh Street, on Sunday, March 29, from 

1:00 – 3:00 pm for winners and their families; awards will be presented at that time. 

    IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

No Name Calling Week  

 During the week of January 26-30, schools across the country celebrated No Name Calling Week.  In honor of this 

special event, students in Garden City Middle School were encouraged to participate in a poetry contest sponsored by 

the Anti-Bullying Club.  Prizes were given to the first, second, and third place winners.  The poems were used to create 

a poetry book for each home base class. 

Mrs. Caruthers’ 6th Grade Students Do Math in Spanish 

 In Mrs. Caruthers’ 6th grade Spanish class, the students are learning numbers 1-100 and incorporating them 

with math operations.  Students played games in groups and created challenging math problems for their opposing 

teams using addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  The opponents wrote the answer in Spanish on dry 

erase boards.   It was an activity enjoyed by all! 

Spanish Students Learn about Shopping 

 This month in Mrs. Caruthers’ 7th grade Spanish class as a 2nd quarter project, the students learned about cloth-

ing and shopping in Spanish speaking countries.  As a culminating project, the students chose to either create a clothing 

advertisement in Spanish or perform in a fashion show.  For the clothing advertisement, the students chose an article of 

clothing and created an eye catching advertisement on the computer with slogans in Spanish.  For the fashion show, the 

students worked with a partner and re-created a runway in the classroom!  They described what their partner was 

wearing, including the color, fabric, size, cost, and where the article of clothing can be purchased.  The students used 

props to put up in the classroom as well.  It was truly entertaining and a great learning experience!  

Pen Pals in Mrs. Caruthers’ 7th grade Language Classes 

 Students in Mrs. Caruthers’ Italian and Spanish 7th grade classes, were given pen pals of the same age group 

from Spain and Italy.  They have already written letters and are eagerly awaiting responses from the students.   



IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

News from the Social Studies Department 

Submitted by Jeannette Balantic, Social Studies Coordinator 

 As you know, Global History 10H has been eliminated as a course offering at the high school beginning in the 
2009-2010 school year.  Sophomores will have the opportunity to enroll in either Regents Global History (10R) or Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) World History, if they meet the criteria in the district’s Honors Policy. 

 In an effort to help you plan the most appropriate academic program for your child, I have tried to answer the 
most frequently asked questions regarding ninth grade social studies course offerings.   

How will the 9H experience be different next year compared to previous years? 

Global History 9H will continue to be a demanding course that requires students to demonstrate strong reading and 
writing skills.  The Global History 9H curriculum, however, has been rewritten to be aligned with the content and skills 
of the AP World History course.  The 9H course will include two units of study from the AP World History curriculum 
and a rigorous advanced study skills component.  The 9H course is now a pre-AP course in that it will prepare students 
specifically for the AP World History course.   

Most students who enroll in Global History 9H continue their study of Global History in AP World History as sopho-
mores.  The elimination of 10H enables the 9H teachers to focus specifically on the skills and habits of mind necessary 
for success in the AP World History course the following year.  In essence, students will have two years to master the 
depth and breadth of knowledge required in the AP World History course.   

What are the criteria for placement in Global History 9H? 

The district’s Honors Policy identifies the minimum criteria needed for placement in Honors classes.  In order to enroll 
in Global History 9H, students must maintain a 92 average in 8th grade Social Studies and earn a 90 on the 8th grade so-
cial studies final exam.  In the past, we have found that students who meet this criteria are generally successful (able to 
earn an 80 or above) in an Honors or AP level class. 

How does the Global History 9R course compare with the 9H course? 

Global History 9R is the first year of a two-year chronological, cross-cultural survey of history from the Paleolithic Era 
to the mid-18th century; it follows the New York State curriculum.  In this course, students are taught the skills necessary 
to make connections between historical events in different world regions.  

In the Regents level course, students work to further develop their writing skills, especially with regard to Document 
Based and Thematic Essay Questions.  They also analyze primary and secondary sources to gain insights into historical 
events and their impact on people, nations and regions.  There is also an emphasis on strengthening reading and note 
taking skills.   

Global History 9R is a challenging course of study; students are expected to work diligently to be successful in this 
course.  Students are expected to complete homework assignments 3-4 nights per week and participate in class discus-
sions.  Students are also expected to seek extra help, when necessary.  

Assessments will include multiple choice tests, document-based and thematic essays, projects, a midterm and a final 
exam. 

Global History 9H is the first year of a two-year study of world history from the Paleolithic Era to the mid 15th century; 
it follows the AP World History Curriculum.  The 9H curriculum expands on the Regents level curriculum, exploring in 
greater depth the social, economic, diplomatic, intellectual and political interrelationships that have shaped history.  

(Continued on next page) 



IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

News from the Social Studies Department (continued) 

In Global History 9H, students are required to demonstrate a higher level of reading, writing and critical thinking.  Stu-
dents will develop the ability to read lengthy documents and extract both the literal meanings of ideas as well as the 
subtle nuances. Additionally, students in Global History 9H are expected to complete writing assignments that defend 
a point of view and examine issues from multiple perspectives.  

It is expected that students will work diligently to meet the rigorous challenges this course offers. Completion of 
nightly homework and daily, active participation are required for success.  Students are expected to seek extra help, 
when necessary.  

Assessments will include multiple choice tests, reading quizzes, compare and contrast essays, document-based and the-
matic essays, projects, an honors level midterm and an honors level final exam. 

If my child takes Global History 9R and does really well in the class, will s/he be able to switch into the AP World 
History course in 10th grade? 

Yes.  While, historically, we have had only a handful of students who switch levels between 9th and 10th grade (it is 
more common in the junior year), a child could move from 9R into AP World History if s/he meets the criteria outlined 
in the district’s Honors Policy.   

Since the Global History 9H class has been realigned with the AP World History course, students who do not take the 
9H class will have gaps in their skill base when they enter AP World History.  In an effort to meet the needs of students 
who move from 9R into AP World History, the Social Studies Department may offer a summer ‘boot camp’ for students 
to help bridge the gaps between the courses.  In addition, your child will benefit from attending scheduled extra help 
sessions during the first marking quarter of sophomore year in order to bridge the gaps between the 9R class and the 
AP World History class.  Extra help sessions will be arranged during the day and/or after school; the writing center 
may also be utilized to close those gaps.  We will make every effort to tailor a support program to meet the needs of 
students who move from 9R to AP World History. 

If you have any questions regarding Social Studies course offerings or would like to discuss your child’s 9th grade place-
ment, please call (478-2850) or email (balanticj@gcufsd.net).  

 Math Olympiads 
 

The fourth meet of MOEMS was held on Tuesday, February 3, 2009.  No students had all five correct or four correct: 
Three students had three correct: 

Timothy Josephs, Margot McTiernan, and Anne Ostrowski 
 

Here are the overall leaders after three meets: 
Evan Nagel – 14 

Michaela Fitzpatrick – 12 
Tim Foxen – 12 

Kieran McGoldrick – 12 
There are nine students each with a score of 9:   
Mike Faulisi, Bridgette Bingham, Elizabeth Butler, Matthew Flynn, Harrison Furey, Delaney Hall, Timothy Josephs, 

Leslie Wann, and Martin Waters. 
Look for an update next month and the coming months to find results of the last meet, as well as the final results. 

 
Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The Secret of Laurel Oaks 

By Lois Ruby 

When Lila and her family visit Laurel Oaks Plantation in Louisiana, her parents and brother 
scoff at the claim that the house is haunted. But secretly, Lila suspects there are ghostly pres-
ences willing to communicate with her, and her alone. One spirit eager to tell her story is 
Daphne, a slave girl at Laurel Oaks in the 1840s, who was blamed for the poisoning deaths of 
two girls and their mother. Daphne’s spirit senses that Lila is the very person she’s been wait-
ing for, the one who can prove her innocence so her spirit can rest at long last. Shifting back 
and forth from Lila’s world in the present to Daphne’s world in the past, the true story of what 
really happened that fateful night finally comes to light. 

Laurel Oaks is a thinly disguised version of the legendary Myrtles Plantation in Louisiana, 
which is on the Smithsonian's list of the ten most haunted places in America. This novel was              
inspired by the author's visit to the plantation and her experiences there. 

 

      

Adam Canfield of the Slash 

By Michael Winerip 

Adam Canfield has to be the most over-programmed middle school student in America. So 
when super-organized Jennifer coaxes him to be coeditor of their school newspaper, The Slash, 
he wonders if he’s made a big mistake. But when a third-grader’s article leads to a big scoop, 
Adam and his fellow junior journalists rise to the challenge of receiving their principal’s 
wrath to uncover some scandalous secrets. From a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and New 
York Times columnist comes a funny, inspiring debut that sneaks in some lessons on personal 
integrity and captures the rush that’s connected to the breaking of a really great story. 

 

                 

Goblins!  An UnderEarth Adventure 

By Royce Buckingham 

Sneaking out into the woods near the Canadian border, Sam and PJ come across what looks 
like a mutant gorilla with a bad attitude. But it's no ape- it's a goblin, and thousands more of 
them live under the earth, kept in check only by a small corps of human guardians.  

Sam finds a tunnel below the surface, and in no time he's in the goblins' clutches. With goblin 
leaders Eww-Yuk and Slurp at odds, it will take all of PJ's strength and ingenuity to get Sam 
back-but then again, how hard could it be to outsmart a goblin?  

Featuring high adventure and slapstick humor, Goblins! is a subterranean romp that will keep 
readers laughing as they race through the pages to see what happens next. . 

 


